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Steve Plank, now the Fine 
Arts Director at Stevenson 
�
�’�•�‘�1 ���Œ�‘�˜�˜�•�ð�1 � �’�•�•�1 �˜���1�1�Œ�’�Š�•�•�¢�1
take over the position of 
�™�›�’�—�Œ�’�™�Š�•�1�Š�•�1���Š�”�Ž�œ�1�˜�—�1���ž�•�¢�1�W�1�Š�œ�1
�Œ�ž�›�›�Ž�—�•�1 �™�›�’�—�Œ�’�™�Š�•�1 ���’�–�1 ���Œ�
�Š�¢�1
becomes co-superintendent 
alongside Antioch 
principal Mike Nekritz.

Plank was appointed to 
�•�‘�’�œ�1�™�˜�œ�’�•�’�˜�—�1�˜�—�1���Ž�Œ�ï�1�W�]�1�‹�¢�1�•�‘�Ž�1
School Board, being one of 
�Š�™�™�›�˜�¡�’�–�Š�•�Ž�•�¢�1 �Z�V�1 �Š�™�™�•�’�Œ�Š�—�•�œ�1
who were interviewed.

“Becoming a principal 
represents both an exciting 
�˜�™�™�˜�›�•�ž�—�’�•�¢�1 �Š�—�•�1 �–�Š�—�¢�1
challenges all at the same 
time,” said Plank. “This 
�•�Ž�Š�•�Ž�›�œ�‘�’�™�1 �•�Š�”�Ž�œ�1 �˜�—�1 �–�Š�—�¢�1
forms and inspires me to serve 
the promise of education.”

Plank joined the Stevenson 
�Œ�˜�–�–�ž�—�’�•�¢�1�’�—�1�X�V�V�\�ð�1�Š�—�•�1�’�—�1�‘�’�œ�1
career has served as a principal 
and an associate principal, both 
at the high school level. Plank 
also served as an instrumental 
�‹�Š�—�•�1 �•�’�›�Ž�Œ�•�˜�›�1 �•�˜�›�1 �•�˜�ž�›�1 �¢�Ž�Š�›�œ�ð�1

two at the middle school and 
two at the high school level.

“He has had a great deal 
of experience at the high 
�œ�Œ�‘�˜�˜�•�1 �•�Ž�Ÿ�Ž�•�ð�1 �—�˜�•�1 �˜�—�•�¢�1 �•�›�Ž�Š�•�1
�‹�ž�•�1�Ÿ�Š�›�’�Ž�•�ð���1�œ�Š�’�•�1���Œ�
�Š�¢�ï�1���
�Ž���œ�1
had a diverse background 
in terms of leadership.”

���Œ�
�Š�¢�1�–�Ž�•�1� �’�•�‘�1�‹�˜�•�‘�1���•�Š�—�”�1
�Š�—�•�1 ���—�•�’�˜�Œ�‘���œ�1 �™�›�’�—�Œ�’�™�Š�•�,�•�˜�,�‹�Ž�1
�˜�—�1���Š�—�ï�1 �W�^�1 �•�˜�1 �‘�Ž�•�™�1�•�‘�Ž�–�1 �‹�Ž�4�1�Ž�›�1
understand the nuances of 
both schools and to let them 
know what is ahead of them.

���•�Š�—�”�1 �™�•�Š�—�œ�1 �˜�—�1 �Š�4�1�Ž�—�•�’�—�•�1
school-related events 
such as the Booster Bash, 
� �‘�’�Œ�‘�1 ���Œ�
�Š�¢�1 �•�Ž�œ�Œ�›�’�‹�Ž�œ�1
�Š�œ�ð�1 ���Ÿ�’�•�Š�•�•�¢�1 �’�–�™�˜�›�•�Š�—�•�ï��

“I choose to focus on 
�•�‘�Ž�1 �™�˜�œ�’�•�’�Ÿ�Ž�œ�1 �˜�•�1 �Š�—�1 �Ž�Š�›�•�¢�1
appointment, including 
�•�‘�Ž�1 �Š�‹�’�•�’�•�¢�1 �•�˜�1 �Ž�–�‹�›�Š�Œ�Ž�1
opportunities to meet new 
�™�Ž�˜�™�•�Ž�ð�1 �Š�4�1�Ž�—�•�1 �–�Ž�Ž�•�’�—�•�œ�ð�1 �•�˜�1
interviews, 
and begin 
to know 
as much 
as possible 
about the 
s c h o o l , ” 
said Plank.        
 P l a n k 
received his 
b a c h e l o r 
degree of 
science in 
music education from the 
���—�’�Ÿ�Ž�›�œ�’�•�¢�1 �˜�•�1 ���’�œ�Œ�˜�—�œ�’�—�,
���‘�’�•�Ž� �Š�•�Ž�›�ð�1 �Ž�Š�›�—�Ž�•�1 �‘�’�œ�1
�–�Š�œ�•�Ž�›���œ�1�•�Ž�•�›�Ž�Ž�1�Š�•�1���—�’�Ÿ�Ž�›�œ�’�•�¢�1�˜�•�1
���’�œ�Œ�˜�—�œ�’�—�,���’�•� �Š�ž�”�Ž�Ž�ð�1 �Š�—�•�1 �’�œ�1
�Œ�ž�›�›�Ž�—�•�•�¢�1���1�—�’�œ�‘�’�—�•�1�Œ�˜�ž�›�œ�Ž� �˜�›�”�1
toward earning his doctorate 
in Educational Administration 
�Š�—�•�1 ���˜�•�’�Œ�¢�1 ���•�ž�•�’�Ž�œ�1 �Š�•�1
���˜�¢�˜�•�Š�1 ���—�’�Ÿ�Ž�›�œ�’�•�¢�ð�1 ���‘�’�Œ�Š�•�˜�ï

���Œ�Œ�˜�›�•�’�—�•�1 �•�˜�1 ���Œ�
�Š�¢�ð�1 �˜�—�Ž�1
of the main things that set 

Plank apart from the other 
applicants was his demeanor.

“He has this knowledge 
�˜�•�1 �•�Ž�Š�•�Ž�›�œ�‘�’�™�ð�1 �Š�—�•�1 �‘�Ž���œ�1 �Š�•�œ�˜�1
�Š�™�™�›�˜�Š�Œ�‘�Š�‹�•�Ž�ð���1 �œ�Š�’�•�1 ���Œ�
�Š�¢�ï�1
“He appears to get it.”

P l a n k 
d e s c r i b e s 
himself as a 
“transitional” 
l e a d e r , 
d e s i r i n g 
to help the 
organization 
as well as 
its people to 
move forward.

�� �� �¢�1
�™ �‘ �’ �• �˜ �œ �˜ �™ �‘ �¢�1

of leadership stems from 
the belief that building 
relationships as well as taking 
time to listen to people are 
the founding guidelines 
to developing a positive 
learning environment,” said 
Plank. “Taking the leap of 
faith to leave the comfort 
of one wonderful job to the 
unknown of something new 
�’�œ�1 �‹�˜�•�‘�1 �œ�Œ�Š�›�¢�1 �Š�—�•�1 �Ž�¡�Œ�’�•�’�—�•�ï��

By Amanda Connell
A&E Editor

 
���˜�–�Ž�•�’�–�Ž�œ�1 �•�‘�Ž�1 �[�V�,�–�’�—�ž�•�Ž�1

periods devoted to explaining 
�–�Š�•�‘�1 �Œ�˜�—�Œ�Ž�™�•�œ�1 �’�œ�—���•�1 �š�ž�’�•�Ž�1
enough for the material to 
click in the minds of students. 
���’�•�‘�1 �œ�ž�Œ�‘�1 �‹�ž�œ�¢�1 �œ�Œ�‘�Ž�•�ž�•�Ž�œ�1
�’�•�1 �’�œ�1 �•�’���1�1�Œ�ž�•�•�1 �•�˜�›�1 �œ�•�ž�•�Ž�—�•�œ�1 �•�˜�1
���1�—�•�1 �•�’�–�Ž�1 �•�˜�1 �•�Ž�•�1 �‘�Ž�•�™�1 �˜�ž�•�œ�’�•�Ž�1
of class when this is the case. 

This fact contributed to the 
���Š�•�‘�1 ���Ž�™�Š�›�•�–�Ž�—�•���œ�1 �•�Ž�Œ�’�œ�’�˜�—�1
�•�˜�1 �’�—�•�›�˜�•�ž�Œ�Ž�1 �–�Š�•�‘�1 �œ�•�ž�•�¢�1 �‘�Š�•�•�œ�ï�1

���Š�œ�•�1 �•�Š�•�•�ð�1 �–�˜�›�Ž�1 �•�‘�Š�—�1 �_�V�1
students had grades below 
�Š�1 ���1 �’�—�1 �•�‘�Ž�’�›�1 �–�Š�•�‘�1 �Œ�•�Š�œ�œ�Ž�œ�ï�1
���—�1 �•�‘�Ž�œ�Ž�1 �œ�•�ž�•�¢�1 �‘�Š�•�•�œ�ð�1 �•�‘�˜�œ�Ž�1
students are asked to work on 
�–�Š�•�‘�1 �‘�˜�–�Ž� �˜�›�”�ï�1 ���‘�Ž�¢�1 �‘�Š�Ÿ�Ž�1
a math teacher and a peer 
tutor available to help them 
� �‘�Ž�—�1 �•�‘�Ž�¢�1 �—�Ž�Ž�•�1 �œ�˜�–�Ž�•�‘�’�—�•�1
explained further and when 
�•�‘�Ž�¢�1 �•�˜�1 �—�˜�•�1 �‘�Š�Ÿ�Ž�1 �‘�˜�–�Ž� �˜�›�”�1
�•�‘�Ž�¢�1 �Š�›�Ž�1 �Š�œ�”�Ž�•�1 �•�˜�1 � �˜�›�”�1 �˜�—�1
math enrichment work.

“���1 �•�‘�’�—�”�1�•�‘�Ž�1�–�Š�•�‘�1 �œ�•�ž�•�¢�1�‘�Š�•�•�1
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�˜�•�1 �™�›�Š�Œ�•�’�Œ�’�—�•�1 �–�Š�•�‘�1 �Ž�Ÿ�Ž�›�¢�1 �•�Š�¢�ð���1
�œ�Š�¢�œ�1 ���Š�•�‘�1 ���Ž�™�Š�›�•�–�Ž�—�•�1 ���‘�Š�’�›�1
Jori Bowen. “I also hope students 
� �’�•�•�1 �•�Ž�Š�›�—�1 �‘�˜� �1 �•�˜�1 �œ�•�ž�•�¢�1 �•�˜�›�1 �Š�1

math test as well as how to have 
a more organized approach 
to academics as a whole.”

In November the idea 
�˜�•�1 �’�—�•�›�˜�•�ž�Œ�’�—�•�1 �œ�•�ž�•�¢�1 �‘�Š�•�•�œ�1
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�Š�‹�’�•�’�•�’�Ž�œ�1 � �Š�œ�1 �‹�›�˜�ž�•�‘�•�1 �Š�‹�˜�ž�•�1 �‹�¢�1
several of the math teachers. 
�����1�Ž�›�1 �‘�˜�•�•�’�—�•�1 �Š�•�–�’�—�’�œ�•�›�Š�•�’�˜�—�1
�–�Ž�Ž�•�’�—�•�œ�ð�1 �•�Ž�4�1�Ž�›�œ�1 � �Ž�›�Ž�1 �œ�Ž�—�•�1
home to parents and teachers 
made announcements about 
the change to students in class. 
���—�•�1 � �’�•�‘�1 �Š�1 �‹�’�•�1 �˜�•�1 �œ�‘�’���1�’�—�•�ð�1
students with grades below 
�Š�1 ���,�–�’�—�ž�œ�1 � �Ž�›�Ž�1 �™�•�Š�Œ�Ž�•�1
�’�—�•�˜�1 �Š�1 �–�Š�•�‘�1 �œ�•�ž�•�¢�1 �‘�Š�•�•�ï

“Some students see it as a 
�™�ž�—�’�œ�‘�–�Ž�—�•�ð���1 �œ�Š�¢�œ�1 ���œ�œ�’�œ�•�Š�—�•�1
���›�’�—�Œ�’�™�Š�•�1 ���Š�Ÿ�Ž�1 ���Ž� �‹�Ž�›�›�¢�ï�1 �����—�1
�›�Ž�Š�•�’�•�¢�1 �’�•�1 �’�œ�1 �“�ž�œ�•�1 �Š�—�1 �Ž���1�˜�›�•�1 �•�˜�1
help students achieve success.”

Some students and teachers 
�Š�›�Ž�1 �š�ž�Ž�œ�•�’�˜�—�’�—�•�1 � �‘�¢�1 �•�‘�Ž�œ�Ž�1
�œ�•�ž�•�¢�1 �‘�Š�•�•�œ�1 �Š�›�Ž�1 �˜�—�•�¢�1 �Š�Ÿ�Š�’�•�Š�‹�•�Ž�1
for students struggling 
in math and not students 
struggling with other subjects.

�����Ž���›�Ž�1 �•�Ž�œ�•�’�—�•�1 �•�‘�’�œ�1 �˜�ž�•�1 �˜�—�1
math. If it works well and 
increases grades it will expand 
to other departments as 
� �Ž�•�•�ð���1 �œ�Š�¢�œ�1 ���Ž� �‹�Ž�›�›�¢�ï

Steve Plank named third Lakes 
principal; term to begin summer 2010

New study hall aids students with math

Becoming a principal 
represents both and exciting 
opportunity and many 
challenges all at the same 
time.”

Steve Plank,
future Lakes principal

“B  Becoming a principal B  Becoming a principal 
represents both and exciting B  represents both and exciting 
opportunity and many B  opportunity and many Steve Plank

Math teacher Jill Farrell aids a student in a math study 
hall. These half period study sessions are designed to 
improve students’ grades. Any other student that is not in 
the study hall is able to stop by for help.
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