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Chat-roule� e, new popular form of communication

By Paul Twarowski
                      Staff Reporter 

Colleges across the nation are raising 
�W�X�L�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �D�F�F�R�P�P�R�G�D�W�H�� �W�K�H�� �¿���Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O��
setbacks caused by the recession. The 
popular state college, the University of 
Illinois, has announced recently that its 
tuition will increase by a margin of 10-
20 percent for next year’s class, putting 
the cost somewhere near $30,000. 
 The reason for these fee hikes is that 
colleges cannot collect enough money to 
match their rate of spending. A graph posted 
by the University of Illinois’s Planning and 
�%�X�G�J�H�W�L�Q�J�� �R�I�¿���F�H�� �H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�V�� �W�K�H�� �Z�K�R�O�H�� �V�W�R�U�\����
The college is allowed a certain amount 
of money that they can borrow from the 

state. This money is called “appropriation.” 
From this amount, the college decides 
how much money they actually need to 
borrow, usually less than the maximum 
amount so that they can pay it back with 
few problems. Then, through tuitions and 
donations, the college collects money so 
that they can pay the government back. 
 In March of 2008, the University of 
Illinois was only $42 million away from 
paying back the money they borrowed, 
which in relative terms isn’t bad. In March 
of 2009, however, the college owed $315 
million that was not collected, and this 
March they were short by $464 million. 
 Now the state is offering less 
appropriation to the colleges due to 
the recession, the college is collecting 
less each year, and they are still 

spending the same amounts of money.
 These trends account for the tuition 
hikes that have been such a common 
trend across the country. Nationally 
tuitions have been going up, which has 
incurred a lot of protest from students and 
parents. Petitions, rallies, and advertising 
campaigns have been popping up in hefty 
numbers in an effort to help students 
get the money they need to go to school.
 All hope is not lost, however. 
Guidance counselor Gwen Varney 
explains that recent trends in college 
attendance have been counterintuitive 
to what she predicted would happen.
 “I thought the number of kids going 
to junior college would have gone up, 
but I guess I was wrong,” says Varney.
�� �6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�� �D�U�H�� �¿���Q�G�L�Q�J�� �G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�� �Z�D�\�V��

to come up with the extra money 
needed for their college education. 
 These include the obvious grants 
and scholarships, subsidized loans, 
which don’t have to be paid back until 
six months after graduation, regular 
loans, plus loans, and the FAFSA. 
 “I have a lot asking for resources 
and scholarships,” says Varney.
 Lakes’ percentage of college bound 
students is still well above the national 
average despite the rising costs. Still, 
the process has only become that more 
�G�L�I�¿���F�X�O�W�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �F�R�O�O�H�J�L�D�W�H�� �K�R�S�H�I�X�O�V��
 “It’s just really overwhelming,” 
said senior Kaitlin Macanowicz. “It’s 
just trying to apply for scholarships, 
and college applications, and 
�¿���Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�� �D�L�G���� �,�W�� �M�X�V�W�� �J�H�W�V�� �W�R�� �E�H�� �D�� �O�R�W���´
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