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Jim McKay named Principal of the Year
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Copy Editor

Principal Jim McKay 
has been named the 
National Association 
of Secondary School 
Principals (NASSP) 
Principal of the Year for 
Lake County. This award 
annually recognizes 
secondary school 
principals who have made 
immense contributions to 
their profession as well as 
achievement in providing 
high-quality learning 
opportunities for students. 

 McKay was nominated 
for this award by Assistant 
Principal Dave Newberry 
in January. According 
�•�˜�1 ���Ž���1�1 ���Ž�•�Œ�’�”�ð�1 �•�‘�Ž�1 ���Š�”�Ž�1
���Ž�•�’�˜�—�1 ���’�›�Ž�Œ�•�˜�›�ð�1 �•�‘�Ž�›�Ž�1
were nine administrators 
nominated for this award. 

 “Mr. McKay pushes 
other administrators 
to focus on academic 
�Š�Œ�‘�’�Ž�Ÿ�Ž�–�Ž�—�•�ð���1 �œ�Š�’�•�1
Newberry. “He challenges 
�•�‘�Ž�–�1 �•�˜�1 �’�–�™�›�˜�Ÿ�Ž�ï��

 Newberry said he 
believes McKay is 

deserving of this award 
�•�˜�›�1 �–�Š�—�¢�1 �›�Ž�Š�œ�˜�—�œ�ð�1 �•�˜�ž�›�1 �˜�•�1
them being: Lakes’ test 
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a noticeable improvement 
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Newberry believes the 
learning atmosphere is one 
of the best in Lake County. 

 McKay believes that 
Lakes is the recipient 
�˜�•�1 �•�‘�’�œ�1 �Š� �Š�›�•�ð�1 �—�˜�•�1
just him. “I really feel 
that this is a collective 
�Š� �Š�›�•�ð���1 �œ�Š�’�•�1 ���Œ�
�Š�¢�ï�1 �����•�1
represents the hard work 
�˜�•�1 �˜�ž�›�1 �•�Š�Œ�ž�•�•�¢�1 �Š�—�•�1 �œ�•�Š���1�ï���1

 Since being the 
�™�›�’�—�Œ�’�™�Š�•�ð�1 ���Œ�
�Š�¢�1
has made many 
accomplishments. He 
is most proud of Lakes’ 
emblem being painted on 
�•�‘�Ž�1 � �Š�•�Ž�›�1 �•�˜� �Ž�›�ð�1 � �‘�’�Œ�‘�1
shows how a high school 
and its surrounding 
community can work 
together; improving 
and making academics 
�Š�1 �œ�•�›�˜�—�•�1 �•�˜�Œ�ž�œ�1 �Š�•�1 ���Š�”�Ž�œ�ð�1
especially with the new 
science push and Physics 
First being added in recent 

years; and developing a 
Booster Club that is able to 
support all aspects of the 
�œ�Œ�‘�˜�˜�•�ð�1 � �‘�’�Œ�‘�1 �’�œ�1 �Š�1 �–�˜�•�Ž�•�1
for other schools to follow.

 He will receive a 
plaque for this honor 
in June at the Illinois 
Principals Association 
annual golf outing and 
awards dinner. McKay 
is also automatically 
entered in the state level 
for the High School 
Principal of the Year.  

 “I am just very happy to 
have served as principal of 
�œ�ž�Œ�‘�1�Š�1� �˜�—�•�Ž�›�•�ž�•�1�œ�Œ�‘�˜�˜�•�ð���1
said McKay. “I am excited 
to help it continue to grow 
under the new leadership 
�˜�•�1�ý�—�Ž�¡�•�1�¢�Ž�Š�›���œ�1�™�›�’�—�Œ�’�™�Š�•�þ�ï���1
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Arts Department Chair 
at Adlai E. Stevenson 
�
�’�•�‘�1 ���Œ�‘�˜�˜�•�ð�1 � �’�•�•�1 �‹�Ž�Œ�˜�–�Ž�1
Lakes’ third principal. 
McKay will continue 
to contribute to District 
117 by becoming co-
superintendent alongside 
Antioch High School 
principal Mike Nekritz.

Principal Jim McKay addresses  parents 
and faculty at the back to school night 
assembly. McKay was named principal of 
the year for Lake County.  
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Changes in 
Celebration 
Day cause 
loud uproar

Viva Las Vegas! 
LCHS Prom 2010

�/�L�E�U�D�U�\���K�R�V�W�V���¿���U�V�W���H�Y�H�U��
edible book contest

Lakes 
welcomes 
area bands, 
choirs to 
play for 
judges

Girls soccer 
team vies 
for top 
spot in 
conference
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                       News Editor 
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and taking part in ice-breakers and 
�•�Ž�Š�–�1 �‹�ž�’�•�•�’�—�•�1 �Š�Œ�•�’�Ÿ�’�•�’�Ž�œ�ð�1 �–�˜�›�Ž�1 �•�‘�Š�—�1 �W�V�V�1
middle school students gathered at Lakes 
to learn what it takes to be a leader.

���‘�Ž�1 ���1�›�œ�•�1 �Š�—�—�ž�Š�•�1 ���’�•�•�•�Ž�1 ���Œ�‘�˜�˜�•�1
Leadership Conference was held on 
���™�›�’�•�1 �X�V�ð�1 �Š�—�•�1 � �Š�œ�1 �•�Ž�•�1 �‹�¢�1 �“�ž�—�’�˜�›�1 ���Ž�œ�œ�’�Œ�Š�1
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active in Student Council. They were 
accompanied helped by other student 
council members during the conference.

Quinn said that they put the focus 
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Students in grade six and seven focused 
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and leadership skills. Eighth grade 
students were introduced to activities at 
Lakes in which they could take part in 
�—�Ž�¡�•�1 �¢�Ž�Š�›�ð�1 �Š�—�•�1 �‘�˜� �1 �•�‘�Ž�¢�1 �Œ�Š�—�1 �‹�Ž�1 �•�Ž�Š�•�Ž�›�œ�ï
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said Quinn. “Everything went according 
�•�˜�1 �•�‘�Ž�1 �™�•�Š�—�1 �Š�—�•�1 � �Ž�1 � �Ž�›�Ž�1 �Š�‹�•�Ž�1 �•�˜�1 ���1�•�1 �’�—�1 �Š�•�•�1
�•�‘�Ž�1 �Š�Œ�•�’�Ÿ�’�•�’�Ž�œ�1 � �Ž�1 �™�•�Š�—�—�Ž�•�1 �•�˜�›�1 �Š�œ�1 � �Ž�•�•�ï��

Along with a day of success came 
a few nerves before the day started.
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Although the conference happened 
�•�Š�œ�•�1 ���‘�ž�›�œ�•�Š�¢�ð�1 �™�•�Š�—�—�’�—�•�1 �œ�•�Š�›�•�Ž�•�1 �‹�Š�Œ�”�1
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started talking about holding a similar 
event for middle school students.

���Œ�Œ�˜�›�•�’�—�•�1 �•�˜�1 ���•�Ž�œ�Ž�ð�1 ���ž�’�—�—�1 �Š�—�•�1 ���Ž�”�Ž�•�Š�1
were the two students who felt most 
strongly about the impact that this event 
�Œ�˜�ž�•�•�1 �‘�Š�Ÿ�Ž�ð�1 �Š�—�•�1 �•�‘�Ž�¢�1 �œ�•�Ž�™�™�Ž�•�1 �ž�™�1 �•�˜�1 �•�‘�Ž�1
challenge of leading the conference.

“Our Lakes student leaders did 
�œ�ž�Œ�‘�1 �Š�1 �•�›�Ž�Š�•�1 �“�˜�‹�ð���1 �œ�Š�’�•�1 ���•�Ž�œ�Ž�ï�1 �����‘�Ž�1
success of the day is a huge testament 
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is already planning another conference. 
The next conference will most likely be held 
�’�—�1 ���˜�Ÿ�Ž�–�‹�Ž�›�ð�1 �Š�—�•�1 � �’�•�•�1 �‹�Ž�1 �Š�’�–�Ž�•�1 �•�˜� �Š�›�•�œ�1
applying the leadership skills gained 
�•�›�˜�–�1 �•�‘�Ž�1 �Œ�˜�—�•�Ž�›�Ž�—�Œ�Ž�1 �’�—�1 �•�‘�Ž�1 �œ�Œ�‘�˜�˜�•�1 �œ�Ž�4�1�’�—�•�ï

Conference inspires leadership in future students

Student Council members and class sponsors took part in ice-breaker activities at the April 20 leadership conference. More 
than 100 students from the four sender middle schools attended the conference.

Photos by Anthony Szuhay


